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Shipwrecked (Acts 27 - 28)









Main Point: God has a plan for each of us.

Key Verse: But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! I have chosen this man to work for Me. He will carry My name to those who aren't Jews and to their kings. He will bring My name to the people of Israel. - Acts 9:15
Materials: One map (blown up to 11” x 17”); 18 small star stickers

Hands on Application:

· Say: It has been so cool studying the life of Paul! God certainly had an amazing plan for Paul. Ask a student to look up and read Acts 9:15 aloud. This was God’s plan for Paul. God announced this plan on the very day that Paul put his trust in Jesus. God reminded Paul of this plan several times in his life (Acts 23:11, Acts 27:24). God’s plan was a promise to Paul. God’s plans, like God’s promises, ALWAYS come true (Isaiah 14:24).
· Divide stickers among students. Say: Let’s take a minute to look at some of the places that God sent Paul in order to carry out His plan. Each of you has a sticker(s). When I mention a city, the first one to find it can place their sticker on the city. (Or have students take turns.) First, Paul preached in Damascus (wait for student to find it), then in Jerusalem (wait). Then God sent Paul to Caesarea… Antioch… Tarsus… Seleucia… Salamis… Paphos… Perga… Pisidian Antioch… Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe… Ephesus… Troas… all the towns in Mecedonia… Corinth and Athens… Then, Crete… Malta… and finally, Rome. For younger students, leader may point to the cities and allow students to place stickers.

· Say: Just look at this map! Paul traveled to all these places and more. And along the way, God miraculously kept Paul safe through prisons, angry mobs, murder plots, earthquakes, a hurricane, and even poisonous snake bite! Would you say that God went to great lengths to make sure His plan was fulfilled? God used Paul to teach just the right people at just the right time to grow His kingdom!
Group Discussion:

· Ask: Who are some other people in the Bible who lived out God’s amazing plan for them? Noah, Abraham, Moses, Ruth, Esther, David, etc.

· Ask: That’s great for Paul, and all the other people in the Bible, but do you think that God has a plan for you? Listen for answers. Say: Let’s see what God has to say about this. Ask a student to look up and read Jeremiah 29:11. This tells me that God certainly does have a plan for you! He has a great plan for every single person who trusts in Him (Isaiah 43:7). That plan is to bring God glory. Your exact plan looks different than anyone else’s plan. Moses led slaves out of Egypt; Paul preached all over the Middle East. You might help a neighbor in their time of need, or invite a school friend to church. Ask: What are some other things that might be part of God’s plan for you? Listen for answers. Say: Remember, God is SO much more creative than we are! There’s no limit to what He can use you to do! You can be sure that God has placed you in just the right place at just the right time to carry out His plan.

· God doesn’t always tell us our life plan ahead of time. So, ask Him every day what He wants you to do that day. Read Proverbs 3:5-6 and Jeremiah 10:23 aloud. Philippians 1:6 tells us that God will continue to work in your life until His BIG plan is finished.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will seek God’s plan for their lives. Ask God to give them the faith to know for sure that nothing can stop God’s plan! Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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